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NOTICE TO READERS

It would be of enormous interest and greatly appreciated if the readers who are related to any of these men could pass on to us (in
copy form) any information they may have, such as written oral history the family may have, documented information such as any
government forms, letters or notices, also any old pictures that they may have on an ancestor that served with the 49th Rangers.
Thank you in advance for your generosity. Contact: Lawrence Barkwell, e-mail: Ibarkwel@mmf.mb.ca Phone (204) 586-8474
or Larry Haag, e-mail: larha@mts.net Phone: 1-204-269-2347

All the photos in this booklet (unless otherwise |abeled) are provided courtesy of the Boissevain
Community Archives, MG1/B3, the Cartwright Collection



British-Canadian Boundary Commission, 1872-73
The Metis Armed Escorts and Scouts
Members of the 49 " Rangers

Treaties and Boundaries

It took four separate treaties to establigh thS.-Canadian border. The Treaty of Paris in
1783 ended the American Revolution and establisieeshdaries between U.S. and the colonies
of British North America. The boundary consistedl@fsegments and extended only as far west
as Lake of the Woods. The Treaty of 1818 estaldishe boundary from the northwest corner of
the Lake of the Woods south to thé"48arallel, thence west for 853 miles to the Rockigse
Anglo-Russian Treaty of 1825, between Russia anehtGBritain, established an ambiguous
1,476 mile boundary between Canada and Russian igéangklaska), including the southern
panhandle and north along the 4deridian. In 1846 the Oregon Treaty divided Ore@mun-
try betltween British North America and the U.S. byeading the 49 Parallel to the Pacific
Coast.

The London Convention of 1818 was true to its diphdic pedigree—straightforward
yet pompous, definitive yet vague—but at leasgrassp of geography was slightly more
refined than that exhibited some thirty-five yeaeslier in the Treaty of Paris (a docu-
ment that an earlier commentator had termed arciseein “manifest geographical igno-
rance”).

In that treaty (the main in point of which wBstain's formal acceptance of American
independence), the boundary had been defined asngufrom the northwestern-most
point of Lake of the Woods, west to the sources@irces) of the Mississippi (River) and
thence south down the middle of the river. If th@ekicans were going to insist on any-
thing in their endgame negotiations with the Bhitig was that the future of the Missis-
sippi was to be entirely a matter between themsedwal the Spanish (who then owned
everything west of the river). It was also obvidtem the wording of the treaty that no
one sitting around the table in Paris in 1783 haygthang but the vaguest idea of where
either the northwestern-most point of Lake of thedds or the source of the Mississippi
actually was.

What had become obvious to everyone in thesybatween the Paris treaty and the
London convention was that the source of the Msggs was anything but west of Lake
of the Woods. As we now know (and as they wererbregg to suspect as early as 1800),
the Mississippi is born in Minnesota's Lake Itasgare than 150 miles directly south of
Lake of the WoodS.

In 1872 the formal survey of the border betweenadanand the United States began. The
Commission surveyed from the Northwest Angle ofltake of the Woods to the Red River over
the winter of 1872-73. They used Metis guides ahgfewa men to assist them with this task.
Maxime Marion, pictured below, was employed as amiguor this part of the survey. During
1873 and 1874 the Commission surveyed from Pemioirthe Rocky Mountains. The British
Commission employed William Hallett and 30 armedisiguides and scouts, the subject of this
monograph.

! Marc Cheve#\merican Surveyor Magazineuly 1, 2006.
2 Tony Rees,Arc of the Medicine Lineloronto: Douglas & Mcintyre, p.42.
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MAXINE MARION

WAL -BREED GUIDE TO LANE OF WOODS FARTY. /873

Maxime Marion

Maxime Marion, the Boundary Commission guide in 2-98 east of the Red River was
born April 25, 1838, at St. Boniface was the sorNafcisse Marion and Mary Bouchard. On
September 1, 1862 at Pembina, he married Elisengrdaughter of Martin Jerome and Eliza-
beth Wilkie. Jean Baptiste Wilkie, the Metis chiefs his uncle. Maxime was a signatory to the
Turtle Mountain Treaty of July 13, 1892. He and fasily appear on the Turtle Mountain Band
census 1888-1892.

The British and American boundary commissioners bawhpletely different approaches
toward the provision of armed escorts for the syné@aptain Donald Roderick Cameron be-
lieved that by using 30 armed Metis scouts he wdeldar less likely to stir up hostilities with
the First Nations of the plains. In addition, theamtoba lieutenant governor Adams Archibald
had sent another Metis, Pascal Breland out tottatke plains Indians to explain the purpose of
the survey. In contrast, the Americans under comiom®r Lieutenant Albany Featherstone-
haugh provided their surveyors with an armed esafor0 infantry and 160 Calvary.

% Major Marcus Reno was in overall command of Comyéf the 23" Infantry from Fort Pembina and two full companiBsand 1) of the
Calvary .
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In April of 1873, Pascal Breland travelled from £Qu’Appelle to Wood Mountain to meet
with the Sioux regarding the boundary survey. Hevad on April 19, 1873 to find the Yank-
tonais Sioux camped with a large party of Metisamithe leadership of Pierre Berger. The La-
kota had previously departed but he met with Dakesalers Struck by the Ree, Two Ddgs,
Ehannaienke, Napitchota, Matoienke, Wakiendota \atmte Cap. Joseph Mitchel and Jacques
Hamelin, two Metis, acted as his interpreters. Bimux reaffirmed their historic peaceful rela-
tions with the Britist,

In 1873, Commissioner Cameron chose William HalstChief Scout to recruit a group to
protect the British contingent from Sioux Indiarrsamyone else who might try to molest them.
The scouts provided their own horses and were geavivith Spencer carbin@ghey were in-
tended to act as guides, hunters and herdsmerbudget was £4000 per year for the thirty men
who were recruited. Hallett assigned Adam McDonasd deputy commander and Francois
Gosselin, Guillaume Lafournaise and William Gaddysab-leaders. D’Arcy East took over with
Crompton as deputy when Hallett died in the wintet873. Once the commission completed its
work on October 13, 1874 the®®angers were disbanded and the Metis scouts digtha

Spencer Carbine Model (865

S caliber, barrel 26"

In the summer of 1873, the British/Canadian boupdammission put over 280 men into
the field. Under the direction of 18 Royal Engirseefficers, these men, both surveyors and ci-
vilian support staff, moved more than 100 wagonsgasfous size and function, from heavy sup-
ply wagons drawn by fifty pairs of oxen to watergeas, field ambulances and sprung light
wagons for the surveying instruments. The Americammission, made up almost exclusively
of officers and men from the US Army and their @valry escort, was slightly smaller, since it
made use of the military forts along the Missouner to keep its supply lines shorter. While
the escorts were always on the alert for troubkl Wie Sioux or Assiniboine, relations between
the commissions and the resident populations resdatordial, based largely on mutual curios-
ity. While there were a few raids on commission@yepots, there was no serious trouble
from either side.

During the winter work east of the Red River, thetish commission hired substantial
numbers of Aboriginal men to transport suppliestouhe field camps. The most significant Na-
tive presence, however, were the Metis horsemen wade up the 49th Rangers. Acting as a
military escort, the Rangers were also respondiimemarking trails and finding appropriate

40n July 16, 1884, Lieutenant Rowe of the Boundzmynmission would paint pictures of Struck by theeREBvo Dogs and White Cap when
they met them south of Wood Mountain. These pistare shown later in this document.

® David G. McCradyl iving with StrangersLincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006: &1-4

¢ A manually operated lever action repeating riéid from a 7 round Spencer Tube Magazine.
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campsites for both British and American astronoinpeaties. The commissions travelled more
than 600 miles west along the boundary line befording themselves among the last of the
great buffalo herds. They also encountered grotipsetis traders and the great summer hunting
camps of the Metis, a sight that would be gone ftbenplains within a few short years. Within
two years of serving under Marcus Reno and Milesugh as escort to the boundary commis-
sions, most of the 7th Cavalry troopers were kiddethe Battle of the Little Bighorn.

Each commission was also charged with the creati@topographical survey along the en-
tire 800 miles of the line. The survey varied irdthi from three to six miles on either side of the
line and represented the first truly detailed aocligate portrait of the country. In addition, each
commission had its own naturalist. For the Uniteates, it was Army surgeon Captain Elliott
Coues; for the British/Canadian commission it waslggist and naturalist George Dawson who
was only in his mid-20s. Dawson’s work with the corssion resulted in the publication of a
400-page monograph which, for the first time, deththe flora and fauna and natural resources
of the new Canadian lands along the 49th Parallel.

Depots established by the Boundary Commission

1872-73 Distance from Base at Dufferin
North West Angle 174 miles
(Lake of the Woods)

Pine River 64 miles
Pointe d’Orme 35 miles
Dufferin

1873

Pembina Mountain 43 miles
Long River 90 miles
Turtle Mountain 129 miles
1* Souris Crossing 182 miles
(at North Antler Creek)

2" Souris Crossing 230 miles
Wood End 279 miles
Coteau 321 miles
1874

Wood Mountain 460 miles

Distance from Main Depot
at Wood Mountain

White Mud River 69 miles
(Frenchman’s Creek)

East Fork 154 miles
Milk River 199 miles
Three Buttes 268 miles
(Sweet Grass Hills)

Rocky Mountain 360 miles



WINTER VIEW.

DUFFERIN.

. RORD DOWN 70 RINER.

Point D’Orme Depot

Turtle Mountain Post and Depot
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\ Blackémith shop at thé Wood End bepdt.”

Earth mound boundary marker.



William Peter Hallett, (1811-1873):
Chief Scout and Leader of the “48 Rangers”

William Peter Hallett was born about 1811 at Foeriilion, Alberta, the son of Henry Hal-
lett and Catherine Tenanse (the second of Henrlgtdalfour mixed-blood wives). William was
Henry’'s eighth child. Reverend David Jones baptidétiam Peter on October 18, 1824 after
the Hallett family moved to the Red River Settletnamd established themselves at Point Doug-
las.

William was a very interesting man whose varioupleits were well documented in nu-
merous histories of Western Canada. He was higitélligent; a natural leader of men, and his
prowess as a buffalo hunter was legend. He wagpponent of Riel during the 1869-1870 Red
River Resistance and a leader of the™4#8angers,” the Metis guards and scouts of thenater
tional Boundary Commission (1872-1873).

In 1872 the formal survey of the border betweenadanand the United States began.
Commissioner Donald R. Cameron chose William Hiabst Chief Scout to recruit a group to
protect the British contingent from Sioux Indiarrsamyone else who might try to molest them.
Captain Donald Campbell of the Royal Artillery hasked Hallett as a guide when he accompa-
nied the putative Lieutenant Governor of ManitoBéalliam McDougall to Manitoba in 1869 in
an abortive attempt to take over the settlemerfiouit negotiation with the residents.

The boundary Commission scouts provided their owrsds and were provided with Spencer
carbines. They were intended to act as guidesemiand herdsmen. The budget was £4000 per
year for the thirty men who were recruited. Halletsigned Adam McDonald as deputy com-
mander and Francois Gosselin, Guillaume Lafournaimgk William Gaddy as sub-leaders. Hal-
lett’s nephew, William Pruden, was also a membethefRangers. D’Arcy East took over with
Crompton as deputy when Hallett died in the winte1873.

The newspapers of the day were quite supportitkeofise of Metis interpreters and scouts:

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
COMMISSION

We understand that the English Boundary Commiskare been
in communication with Mr. Wm. Hallett, of this pkacin relation
to the raising of a number of Half-Breeds to gooasrthe plains
with the expedition. Their services would, prolyalide required
as guides, interpreters and scouts. Before reg¢haPacific, and
finally locating the International Boundary line tioat point, it is
surmised that from two to three years may elapse p@rsons go-
ing with the Commissioners are to be engaged fonessuch
lengthened period of service. A force of betwepa bundred and
two hundred men accompanies the expedition, amayl not be
plain sailing across the plains. The presenceuch @ force, well
kept in hand, will no doubt have a good effectlom tribes through
whom they may pass. But more potent still willtbe presence of
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men such as William Hallet, John Grant, GeorgetFgtsome of
the Leveilles, Delormes, or Gentons, who know evech of the

ground between this and the mountains, can conwvéthethe In-

dians in their naive Tongue, and are thoroughlyemsant with

their habits. Men like these we have named, ahdrstwe could
name, will do more towards carrying such an expadisafely

through, than all the troops that will accompanwitd for the sake
of the speedy settlement of this boundary lineuwtispwe hope that
an important point like the engagement of men feamiwith Indian

life and character, to navigate over the plaind] not be ne-

glected.

Manitoban and Northwest Heraldanuary 18, 1873

The Boundary Survey

The English Boundary Commissioner, Capt. Camehas en-
gaged some thirty English and French Half-Breedgaavith the
Boundary Commission, which is expected to starthen2%" inst.
These men will be on horseback and under the Ishgbeof Mr.
William Hallett, who will, we are sure, prove madficient in any-
thing he undertakes. The party are under engadefoerfive
months, about which time the Commission will prdigdie seek-
ing its winter quarters.

The Commission will, necessarily, travel vergvgl not making,
in all probability, more than about 300 miles dgrthe season.

Manitoban and Northwest Heraltlay 17, 1873

William’s his first serious love (in 1834) was SaplMcDonell, the orphaned daughter of
deceased Chief Factor Allan McDonell. However, dgngardian, Alexander Christie, Governor of
Assiniboia, didn’t think William was good enouglr foer, because Hallett was of mixed-blood
and a buffalo hunter. Christie gave her hand tosibre of a Selkirk Settler, John Livingstone.
This caused a furor in the Metis community, as asvanother example of the HBC’s arbitrary
control over the residents of Rupert’s Land.

William was first married “a la fagcon du pays” i835 to Suzette Lunes. She died in 1840
and he then married Maria Pruden in 1841, at Stiréws Anglican Church at “the rapids” be-
low Winnipeg. Maria was the daughter of chief faclohn Peter Pruden and Nancy Pruden,
born at Carlton House in 1813. The young coupledin his father’'s household until 1844.
When Henry Hallett died in 1844, William and Mahad two children. Since he no longer had
to consider his father’s wishes, he and his broflaenes began independent fur trading with the
Indians, at the time, a practice which was outlatwethe HBC.

It is no exaggeration to say that William Hallethsva very prominent citizen of Red River.
An article in theNor'Westernewspaper on June 20, 1863 said:
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...the veteran chieftain of a hundred battles... Mrllétfais one of the first men in this
country; he is universally beloved and esteemeddseextensive and powerful connections
among all classes; of a mild and peaceful dispwsiiimself, he has ever exerted himself to
preserve peace and order in this country; as dg#iesindian tribes around us his very
name is a tower of strength.

Hallett was one of the elected leaders of the HAlgxander Ross in thRed River Settle-
ment(p.246) describes Hallett’s duties as one of émeeiected “Captains of the Hunt.”

On leaving the river Chienne, Parisien,.... Got ithte dumps, and forked off to take a
road of his own, contrary to the regulations of tdenp, when Hallett, one of the captains,
rode after him, and with a crack or two of his whigning his horses, brought them back to
camp.

During the 1860s, William was still the electeddenof the English-speaking Half-Breed
buffalo hunt out of the Red River.

William Hallett was in favour of bringing Red Rivarto confederation, and on this, he and
Riel clashed unreservedly. In July of 1869, Williamas signatory to &lor'Westeradvertize-
ment calling for a meeting to deal with the Canadi@entions of annexing Rupert’'s Land. In
1869, he worked as a guide and interpreter foraintbe John Dennis survey parties. He then
helped Dennis, serving as a guide to evade thelpaif Riel's men between Fort Garry and
Pembina. He was also hired to guide the “would lbetitenant Governor MacDougall when he
was trying to cross the border into Manitoba tcetak his duties at Red River. When the party
was stopped at La Riviere Salle William was heldustody then released. He was finally ar-
rested and jailed at Fort Garry on December 7, 1B&® only son John was also imprisoned at
this time when he went as part of as delegatiomeggotiate with Riel. Riel released William on
$450 bail on February 12, 1870.

In 1872, when the border between Canada was bemgafly surveyed, it was decided that
the survey party needed protection from the Siooat anyone else who might try to molest
them. Captain Cameron immediately chose Williamlgé#ato command and recruit a troop of
native Manitobans to form what became known as‘46& Rangers.” In his final report, Com-
missioner Cameron penned a tribute to the memoGhadf Scout Hallett:

The Corps of mounted scouts was composed, with deeeptions, of Half-Breeds.
They provided their own riding horses; they weneaigshed with camping equipage, blanket,
robes, arms, and ammunition.

They were employed in reconnoitering, hunting, hydmaintaining connections with
depots, carrying letters, and in communicating Wiitians.

The scouts employed in 1873 were engaged and codeddoy Mr. William Hallett
(since dead), of whom it is right to say that véaw could be named who have so great a
claim upon their county’s memory.

Distinguished by honest manliness, renowned fowiactand great power of endur-
ance, and noted from his youth as a most succeastutaring hunter, and for his bravery
when in contact with hostile Indians, he commantted friendship and respect of all his
brother Half-Breeds, and was latterly elected cbfehe English speaking section.
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William Hallett died of a gunshot wound to the starh, by his own hand on December 27,
1873. William had undoubtedly lived with great pama result of his imprisonment in 1869-70.
The irons used to bind his legs and arms in theat&d jail had frozen the flesh and resulted in a
chronic and incurable streptococcus infection (eslas). Descendant Granny Good stated in
her later years “His legs were raw with erysipelasand Hallett wished he were dead the pain
was so bad.” James McKay of Deer Lodge was a stafiend, colleague and supporter of Wil-
liam Hallett. When he heard of his death, he satrdand sobbed, “He was my Best Man.”
Maria Pruden Hallett died on December 24, 188%elutays short of the tenth anniversary of her
husband’s death.

The newspaper gave the following account of highdea

Suicide
Sad End of an Old Resident

This morning, at about 10 o’clock Mr. William Hatleof St.
James Parish, came to his death at his own handshate not
been able to gather the full particulars, but pegrs the deceased
had in some manner shot himself in the abdomen avitbwling
piece. Mr. Hallett was in the neighborhood of siybars of age,
and was highly respected by a large circle of acdaiaces. Of late
some pecuniary losses seemed to weigh on his ramdl friends
began to notice the fire of insanity in his eyed &imere can be no
doubt that his reason had departed ere he comniiteedash act
which hurried him before his maker.

Manitoba Free PresDecember 27, 1873
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49" Rangers, back row left to right: William Hallett,ilam Gaddie, Gabriel La Fournaise,
Francois Gosselin and Donald McDonald.

Leaders and Sub-Leaders of the Scouts

Donald McDonald, (Deputy-Commander) (b. 1832)

Donald McDonald was born in November 1832, at Stdrews, the son of Donald “Big”
McDonald and Jane Beaudry. He married Harriet Spesmenetime before 1852. His younger
brother Adam was also a member of the Rangers.

William Gaddy, (Sub-Leader) (b. 1815)

William Gaddy was born in 1815, the son of Jameddyaand Mary, a Muddy River Pei-
gan. He was a Scottish Half-Breed farmer from Ryerta Prairie. He married Mary Marguerite
Garrioch, the daughter of William Garrioch and Na@ook, in 1835. He opposed Riel and was
captured as a spy in February of 1870. He was sesdeto execution but was allowed to escape.
William served as a sub-leader under William Hallethe 48" Rangers as part of the Boundary
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Commission. William Gaddy was also imprisoned bglRwith the Portage men when they
marched on Fort Garry in February of 1870. The Rarapparently moved to Saskatchewan.
Mary Gaddy died circa. March 1901, in Kirkpatriclkstdict, near Lindsay, Saskatchewan. His
father was an employee of the Hudson’s Bay Co.séiigice record is shown below.

NAME: GADDY, James (Junior) PARISH: St. Ola, Kirkwall ENTERED SERVICE: ca. 1791 DATES: b. ca. 1774

ORKNEY d. 9 July 1833

Appointments & Service

Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference

*An Ouifit vear ran from I June to 31 May

1793-1794 Labourer York Factory (Inland) A.30/5, fos. 67d-68

1794-1800 Canoeman York Factory (Inland) A.30/7, fos. 30d-31; A.30/8,
fos. 30d-31
A.30/6, fos. 26d-27; A.30/9,
fos. 31d-32

1800-1804 Canoeman York Factory (Inland) A.16/34, fos. 73d-74; A.30/10,
fos. 30d-31

1804, 23 Aug. Home A.16/34, fos. 73d-74

1806, 26 June-I811 Labourer York Factory (Inland) A.16/34, fos. 73d-74

1811-1813 Assistant Trader York Factory (Inland) A.16/25

1813-1819 Assistant Trader Churchill A.16/26, fos. 36d-37; A.30/15,
fos. 32d-33

1819-1823 Asst. Trader & Interpreter  Fort Hibernia A.16/37, fos. 97d-98; A.30/16

1823-1828 retired to colony A.16/42, fos. 69d-70

1828-1833 retired to colony A.16/44, fos. 60d-61

1833, 9 July drowned A.16/44, fos. 60d-61.

Copies of will and administration in A.36 and A.44/2
Executors: Alexander Lean and James Sutherland.
Beneficiaries: Sister Catherine Dick

Children: Isabella, James, John, William.

Wife: Mary
Data;

PAM, Anglican Parish Registers

Genealogy...First Metis Nation

Filename: Gaddy, James Jr. (ca. 1774-1833) (fl. 1793-1823); (MGM/ek, July 1988; AM/am, April 1990)

Francois Gosselin, (Sub-Leader) (1817-1907)

Francois Gosselin was born in 1817, the son of MiGosselin and Marguerite Assiniboine
Duroleaux. Francois would thus have spoken his ert#liNakota language. He married Suzanne
Lafournaise, the daughter of Joseph Lafournaise Sumhnne LeClair dit Allard before 1842.
His sister Marie was married to Joseph Charettes&twere all families who lived at St. Nor-
bert. His brother-in-law Pierre St. Germhimas a member of the Rangers as was brother-in-law
Gabriel Lafournaise. His son Guillaume and neph@iliam Lafournaisé and William Cha-
rette’ also served with the #9Rangers. Later, Ranger John Belanger would masrgdughter
Marie Josephine.

Gabriel Lafournaise, (Sub-Leader) (1816-1910)

Gabriel was born c. 1816 at Red River, the soroeégh Lafournaisdit Laboucan and Su-
sanne Leclair. His mother was a Nakota Metisse aori@& would have spoken both the Assini-
boine and Cree languages. His father was a voydgetine NWC stationed at Fort des Prairies
(Edmonton) until 1821. He then became a “freemantdrufor the HBC in the same area. They
moved to Red River in 1831. At age seven Gabnidllas parents arrived at the mission of Red
River and he was baptized by Mgr. Provencher. Theses later he became one of the first stu-

" Married to his sister Genevieve.
8.Son of his sister Susanne Gosselin.
° A nephew, son of his sister Marie Gosselin.
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dents at College de Saint-Boniface. He married SwesaCollin, the daughter of Jean Baptiste
Collin and Elizabeth Henry circa 1848, they haddbitdren. His sister Susanne Lafournaise was
married to Francois Gosselin, a leader of tH Rangers.

Gabriel was a HBC employee and buffalo hunter. ¢tk fpart in the battle “des la Riviére
Outardes” (now Goose River). In 1869-70, he was@gghed by Louis Riel to become a mem-
ber of the provisional government but turned trosvd. In 1872, they were living just south of
St. Pierre Jolys on lot # 38. Ten years later theyed to Mosquito Creek just south of St. Malo.
Their son William was also a member of thd'48angers.

The Scouts

George Atkinson, (b. 1847)

George Atkinson was born on Dec. 14, 1847 at She3athe son of John Atkinson and
Margaret Flett. Before 1875, he married Ellen McN#ie daughter of Charles McNab and
Marie Anne McLeod.

John Belanger, (1853-1887)

John Belanger was born circa. March 1853, the $okbcaham Belanger and Marie Anne
Versailles. Later he married Marie Josephine Gosgtie daughter of Ranger leader Francois
Gosselin) on Nov. 9, 1875 at St. Norbert. By 18&@ytwere living at Batoche. His sister Marie
Belanger was married to Anathase Lepine, also almeeof the 49 Rangers.

John Belanger died between 1887-88 at BatochesHbelieved to have assisted his father
and brothers during the 1885 Resistance. His fatbesham Sr. was a buffalo hunter who lived
at Pembina and St. Norbert before moving to BatoBbeaham Belanger Sr. was present at the
March 24, 1884 secret planning meeting for brindingis Riel to Batoche and was a Captain of
one of the 19 companies led by Gabriel Dumont dutite 1885 Metis Resistance. He is shown
on Philippe Garnot’s list as #185.

Robert Duncan Campbell, (b. 1842).

Robert Duncan Campbell was born in 1842 at Forp&heyan, the son of Collin Campbell
and Elizabeth McGillivray. He married Francis Jarn®mas, the daughter of William Thomas
and Eleanor Bunn on Aug. 3, 1865 at St. John'syTre six children. His father was a chief
trader for the HBC in the Athabasca district whB@bert was born. His father’s service record
appears below.
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NAME: CAMPBELL, Colin PARISH: New Johnstown ENTERED SERVICE: 1821 DATES: b. c1787
[E. Ontario] d. 9 November 1853

Appointments & Service
Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference
*An Outfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May

1804-1821 in service of North West Company A.34/1

1806-1808 Clerk and Interpreter English River E. 1/1

1812-1813 Wintered Fort Dunvegan Peace River HBRS Vol I

1821-1826 Clerk Fort Chipewyan Athabasca B.239/k/1, p.56, 79, 114

1826-1828 Clerk in charge Vermilion Athabasca B.239/k/1, p.165, 207

1828-1832 Chief Trader Fort Dunvegan Athabasca B.239/k/1, p.241, 261, 282, 304

1832-1833 Chief Trader Vermilion Athabasca B.239/k/2, p.4

1833-1834 on furlough B.239/k/2, p.28

1834-1837 Chief Trader Fort Dunvegan Athabasca B.239/k/2, p.62, 85, 124

1837-1839 Chief Trader Fort Chipewyan Athabasca B.239/k/2, p.153; B.39/a/37,38

1839-1841 Chief Trader Dunvegan Athabasca B.239/k/2, p.175, 196

1841-1847 Chief Trader in charge Fort Chipewyan Athabasca B.239/k/2, p.218, 248, 270, 317, 347, 381;
of District B.239/a/40

1847-1848 on furlough B.239/k/2, p.399

1848-1852 Chief Trader in charge M i Kenc i D.4/70, p.295; B.135/k/1, p.295, 306;
of District B.124/a/22

1852-1853 on furlough B.135/k/1, p.316

1853, 1 June retired
1853, 9 November  Died

Wife: Elizabeth (daughter of Hon. John McGillivray)
Children: See A36/4, fos.21-91

References:
E.E.Rich, ed. Journal of Occurrences in the Athabasca..., London: HBRS. 1938, Vol. |, p.432

G. Williams, ed. Hudson's Bay Miscellany 1670-1870, Winnipeg: HBRS, 1975 Vol. XXX, p.196 (G. Simpson's Character Book entry)
See: "Description of the Route to Riviere and Portage la Loche by C. Campbell C.T.1834" B.167/z/1,f0s.50-51d

Filename: Campbell, Colin (ca. 1787-1853) (fl. 1804-1853); (JHB/ek January 1987); June/99/mhd; Reformatted LC Jan.2002

William Charette, (b. 1851)

William Charette was born c. 1851, the son of Jogeparette and Marie Gosselin who was
the daughter of Michel Gosselin and Marguerite Draox. His father had sided with William
Hallett in opposition to Louis Riel during the Rasince of 1869-1870. The Charette home built
of oak logs served as a half-way house to traveller almost a century. His uncle, Francois
Gosselin was one of the leaders of th& &angers. His cousin Guillaume Gosselin was also a
Ranger.
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William married Sarah Perreault Jan. 22, 1881 atN®trbert and they had two children.
Their son Guillaume Charette (1884-1952) serve®rasident of the Union National Mettisse
St. Joseph for many years and was instrumentadadiihg the society in helping to change the
way of thinking of the Manitoba population towaidstis people.

Joseph Galarneau (Gallineau), (b. 1850)

Joseph Galarneau was born on Oct. 10, 1850 atdigtoh the son of Joseph Galarneau Sr.
and Marguerite Archambault. He married Octavie i@gedaughter of Louis Lacerte and Jo-
sephte Vandal on Feb. 3, 1880 at St. Norbert. Hiis'svfather, Louis Lacerte was a delegate to
the Convention of Forty during the 1869-1870 Rasis¢ and represented Pointe Coupée at the
Convention. Joseph later married Odille VeilleuxFab. 16, 1886 at St. Norbert.

Guillaume (William) Gosselin, (b. 1854)

Guillaume Gosselin was born in September 1854.dtI&tert the son of Francois Gosselin
and Susanne Lafournaise. His father was a lead#reod’ Rangers and his sister Marie was
married to Joseph Charette another member of thgd®s. His cousins William Lafournaise and
William Charette were also members of theth4Bangers. Alexander Morris interviewed
Gosselin on May 28, 1874 and was told that the $/&tbuts who were with the 1873 party did
not want to work for the Boundary Commission in 48¥cause they feared trouble from the
Lako}gls. “They are very hostile to the Americand do not understand the object of the sur-
vey.”

Leonide Goulet (b. 1852)

Leonide Goulet was born on Jan. 3, 1852 at St.fBoaj the son of Alexis Goulet and Jo-
sephte Severight. He was the nephew of Moise Gautfletwas also in the f9Rangers. Leonide
married Marguerite McDougall on September 12, 1861St. Francois Xavier. She was the
daughter of Duncan Mcdougall and Marguerite McDdnal

Moise (Moyse) Goulet, (b. 1831)

Moise Goulet was born in 1831 at St. Norbert. He e son of Jacques Goulet and Genevieve
Begnet (Severight). He married Marie Beauchampdtheghter of Pierre Beauchamp and Marie

Comtois dit Morin, before 1856. They had ten clalidrMoise Goulet was a wealthy Metis trader

and by the late 1860s was earning upwards of $1p@d@ear in the buffalo robe trade. He had

an extensive operation and had hired a number ¢iEN®work tanning hides for him.

His former house, the “Maison Goulet” is a histasite near Joubert Creek in St. Pierre-
Jolys, which is featured on the metre certificdt¢he Crow Wing Trail, honouring Moise Gou-
let, a freighter on the Crow Wing Trail for the Huh’'s Bay Company, in 1870. This log house,
built by Moise Goulet himself was typical of Frenobmes in the Red River Valley at that time.
The house features a double-pitched mansard rabhas been refaced with vertical board and
batten siding common to early French Manitoba lgs.

1% Morris to Dorion, Fort Garry, 29 May, 1874, PAMG42 B2, no. 116 reel M141.
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Alexis and Leonlde Goulet (seated) photo from SE{E]BISB 1205B)

William Hallett, Jr. (b. 1846)

William Hallett was born on July 26, 1846 at Sthds, the son of Antoine or Edwin Hallett
(b. 1823) and Jane Spence. He was baptized abl8t'sJAnglican Church August 3, 1846. The
family was then living at Poplar Point. Before 187 married Mary Anne Slater (b. April 9,
1854) the daughter of William Slater and Maria Rawd. They too lived at Poplar Point, Wil-
liam was granted Metis scrip land there on March18¥7, he received SW6, 9, 6W and S1/2
NW6, 9, 6W. As a freighter, he moved around a lod #éhe family initially stayed with his
mother-in-law at Poplar Point when they were navefing. Later he moved to the Qu’'Appelle
Valley in Saskatchewan. William Jr. was the greggtrew of 48 Rangers leader William Hal-
lett Sr. who was the brother of Henry Hallett, \idith Jr's. grandfather.
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Alexandre Isbister, (b. 1852)

Alexandre Isbister was born on July 27, 1852, the a&f John Isbister and Fanny Sinclair.
He married Emily Saunders, daughter of Palm Sasmaled Jane Forbes on Sept. 20, 1876 at St.
Paul, where they then resided. His father was a KBployee at Oxford House and Norway
House who left for Red River in 1859. His servieeard is shown below.

DATES: b. 1796
d. post-1883

NAME: ISBISTER, John (A)

(ISBESTER)
Appointments & Service
Outfit Year* Position Post District
ZAn Quifit year ran from I June to 31 May

PARISH: Harray, Orkneys ENTERED SERVICE: 28 May 1817

(A.32/34. fo. 96)

HBCA Reference

1817, 14 June-20 Aug. travelled Orkney to Moose River on the Eddystone C.1/306, fo. 3

1817 - 1821 Labourer A.30/16, fo. 16

1821 - 1825 Labourer Cumberland B.239/g/1-4

1825 - 1828 Fisherman Cumberland B.239/g/5-7

1828 - 1832 Fisherman Oxford House Island Lake B.239/g/8-11; B.156/2/10, fo. 28d

1832 - 1836 Interpreter Oxford House Nelson River B.239/g/12-15

1836 - 1837 Postmaster in charge Nelson River Jack River B.239/g/16; B.239/k/2, p. 135

1837 - 1859" Interpreter & Postmaster Nelson River Norway House B.239/g/17-38; B.239/k/2, pp. 161, 183,
204, 226, 255, 278, 329, 358, 388, 408,
431, 462, 484; B.239/k/3, pp. 12, 36, 56,
81, 108, 130, 150, 171; B.154/b/1, 5-8;
B.195/z/1, fo. 1

1859 freeman Red River Settlement B.239/g/39

1883, 31 August age listed as 88 years, 9 months B.235/c/2a

Wife:  Frances ("Fanny") Sinclair (b. ca. 1813; baptised and married 17 July 1842)
*“...reputed half sister of James Sinclair of Red River and sister to Ben Sinclair...”
Her father’s name is listed as being Essessepow [sic] in 1870 Red River Census

Children: Betsey (b. 7 Feb. 1831, bapt. 17 July 1842
John (b. 5 Oct. 1832, bapt. 17 July 1842
James (b. 30 Nov. 1833, bapt. 17 July 1842
William (b. 8 Jan. 1835; bapt. 17 July 1942), m. Mary Anne Begg (d. Charles Begg)
David (b. 28 Nov. 1837, bapt. 17 July 1842)
Adam (b. 26 Oct. 1839, bapt. 17 July 1842)
Fanny (b. 4 Jan. 1842, bapt. 17 July 1842)
Mary (b. 31 Jan. 1844, bapt. 18 Aug. 1844)
Robert Miles (b. ca. 1848, bapt. 4 June 1850)
Ellen (b. ca. Jan. 1850, bapt. 4 June 1850)
Alexander (b. 27 July 1852, bapt. 31 July 1853)

o
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S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
D.5/14, fos. 229-230d

1817-1859)";

AM. MG2 B3-9, page 124, item 743

S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl.

1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"
1817-1859)"

George Barnston (b. 27 Jan. 1855, bapt. 6 July 1856)
Benjamin (b. 20 Oct. 1857, bapt. 19 July 1859)

Filename: Isbister, John (A) (1796-post 1883) (fl. 1817-1859)  Feb./85 MGM/wg  Revised: April 1989, JHB/ek; March 2006, DJ

Albert Kennedy, (1854-1922)

S.F. "Isbister, John (fl. 1817-1859)"
S.F. "Isbister, John (fl. 1817-1859)"

Albert Kennedy was born on Aug. 11, 1854 at St. vk, the son of Philip Kennedy and
Elizabeth “Jessie” McKenzie. On Jan. 3, 1882 atA®idrew’s. He married Catherine “Kate”
Johnston the daughter of William Johnston and Cetbeon January 3, 1882 at St. Andrews..

They had 10 children.

William Lafournaise, (b. 1853)

William Lafournaise was born on October 24, 1853 at Qu'Appelle, the son of Gabriel
Lafournaise and Susanne Collin. In 1880, at Oakel&le married Isabelle Davis, the daughter
of Jean Baptiste Davis and Julie Desnomme. Willias the nephew of leader Francois

Gosselin who was married to his father’s sistea8os.
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Romain Lagemoniere (Lagimodiére) Jr. (b. 1853)

Romain Lagimoniere was born c. 1853 the son of Ronagimoniere Sr. and Marie
Vaudry. He married Julie McNabb. His father, Lo&R&l's uncle, was a pall-bearer at Louis
Riel's funeral on Dec. 12, 1885.

Charles Lambert, (b. 1846)

Charles Lambert was born Dec. 12, 1846 at St. vited son of Antoine Lambert and Isa-
belle Houle. He married Marie Larance in 1870 atN&trbert. Marie was the daughter of Nor-
bert Larance and Josephte Parenteau. Her fathéboeNd.arance was a St. Norbert delegate to
the Convention of Forty in 1870. Charles and Maad five children.

Antoine Lepine, (1850)

Athanse Lepine was born on Feb. 2, 1850 at St.fBomi son of Jean Baptiste Lepine and
Isabelle Parenteau. His uncles were Maxime LepimteAambroise Dydime Lepine. He married
Marie Belanger July 5, 1870 at St. Norbert. Mari@gswhe daughter of Abraham Belanger and
Marie Anne Versailles. Her brother John Belanges wanember of the #9Rangers. They had
six children and later moved to Batoche. During 1B85 Resistance he was a member of Cap-
tain Isidore Dumont’s militia company during the8B8Metis Resistance. Two of his wife’s
brothers were also Resistance fighters in 1885 laed father Abraham was a Captain in
Dumont’s militia as was his uncle Maxime Lepine.

Adam Mcdonald, (b. 1835)

Adam McDonald was born Jan. 10, 1835 at St. Andsettie son of Donald “Big” Mcdon-
ald and Jane Beaudry. He married Maria McKay, thegtter of William McKay and Mary
Bunn on Jan., 1863 at St. Andrews. They had fivdien. His older brother Donald was the
Deputy Commander of the ¥®Rangers.

Edward McKay, (b. 1847)

Edward Richard McKay was born on Nov. 14, 1847 gtve of John McKay and Mary Eng-
land. He married Caroline Voller the daughter ahda Voller and Nancy Birston on Dec. 26,
1867 at St. Andrew’s. He died April 8, 1927. Thedlreleven children. He is the brother-in-law
of Robert Taylor another member of thé"4Rangers. He was an HBC employee from 1866 to
1870; his service record is shown below.
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NAME: McKAY, Edward PARISH: Native ENTERED SERVICE: 1866 DATES:

Appointments & Service

Outfit Year*: Position: Post: District: HBCA Reference:

*An Quifit year ran from 1 June to 31 May

1866-1868 Clerk Pembina [1867] Red River B.239/u/2 p. 399; B.239/g/108;
B.239/k/3 p. 358

1868-1869 Freeman Red River B.239/g/109

1869-1870 Does not appear B.239/g/110

According to the Northern Department Servants Engagement Register, Edward McKay made a contractual arrangement with the Company at Fort Garry on
August 28, 1866 (a 3 year contract). No contract survives in the HBCA. (source: B.239/u/2 p. 399; A.32/40)
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Pascal Parisien, (1830)

Pascal Parisien was born April 12, 1830 at St. Bidriithe son of Augustin Parisien and
Therese Ducharme. He married Catherine Courchefueeb&857. They lived in St. Norbert.
They had six children. Pascal was imprisoned by Rieng with William Hallett during the
1869-1870 Resistance.

William Pruden, (1832)

William Albert Pruden was baptized on Oct. 31, 1§32 John’s), son of William Pruden
(c. 1804) and Nancy Ogden, married Maria FidlentMatilda Gunn. His aunt, Marie Pruden,
was married to the leader of the™4Rangers, William Hallett. William Albert died Sep25,
1890 at St. Andrews. His son by Marie Fidler waalVilliam Pruden born Jan. 3, 1855 at St.
Andrews and married to Margaret Johnston. The cisgion came across the remains of a long-
abandoned village and some gravesites along thksbaihSouth Antler Creek, between the
Souris River crossings which Pruden explained waeres the Mandans once lived. Hallett
agreefll with this assessment based upon remnaageslihe had observed along the Missouri
River.

James Ross, (1853)

James Ross was born 1853 at St. Andrews, the sGatbkrine Berland and George Ross.
He died October 6, 1879 at St. Andrew’s.

Charles St Arnaud (St Ammand), (1840)

Charles St. Arnaud dit Tourond was born on Jan1880, the son of Bonaventure St. Ar-
naud dit Tourond and Genevieve Contre. He marriede@ieve Rainville on Jan. 29, 1861 at
Pembina. They had thirteen children.

Pierre St Germain, (1830)

Pierre St. Germain was born in 1830 at St. Norliké,son of Joseph Brissard dit St. Ger-
main and Marie Cadotte. He married Genevieve Gosdbke daughter of Michel Gosselin and

1 Tony Rees, 2007: 192.
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Marguerite Assiniboine Duroleaux, before 1852. Histher-in-law Francois Gosselin was a
leader of the Rangers. They had seven childreriaediin St. Norbert.

Jeremiah Slater, (1842)

Jeremiah Slater was baptized on April 29, 1842tatl&n’s. The son of John Slater and
Elizabeth Dennet, daughter of William Dennet angl8a Ballendine. He and Maria Linklater
had a child, Margaret, born May 24, 1862, but theyer married. His brother Samuel Slater
also served in the #Rangers.

Samuel Slater, (1844-1904)

Samuel Slater was born on Mar. 11, 1844 at St. &mdy, the son of John Slater and Eliza-
beth Dennet, daughter of William Dennet and Sopaiblendine. On Jan. 11, 1877 at St. Paul, he
married Sophie Ann Knight the daughter of JamegKinand Elizabeth Haywood. Samuel was
a farmer, his father John, was a Scotsman and biken Elizabeth Dennet was a Metisse. His
brother Jeremiah Slater also served in tHe R8ngers. Samuel died on February 24, 1904 and is
buried at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

Robert Taylor, (1836-1919)

Robert Alexander Taylor was born in 1836 at Forthaf Rockies and baptized at St. John’s
on March 9, 1836, the son of George Taylor |l aadeJBruce or Prince. Robert married Eliza
Voller the daughter of James Voller and Nancy BinstHe died March 26, 1919. He is the
brother-in-law of Edward McKay another member af #8" Rangers. His father was a surveyor
for the Hudson’s Bay Co.; his service record isvambelow.

NAME: TAYLOR, George Jr. PARISH: Native of Hudson Bay ENTERED SERVICE: 1819 DATES: b. ca. 1798; d. 15 Nov.1844;

(Surveyor) (A.16/48, fo. 142)
Appointments & Service
Outfit Year* Position Post District HBCA Reference
*An Quitfit year ran from 1 June to 31 May
1819-1820 Clerk York Factory A.16/39, p. 456
1820-1821 Clerk Churchill A.16/39, p. 456
1821-1823 Sloop master Severn A.34/1,p. 48; A.16/41, p. 465
1823-1824 Clerk, sloop master York Factory B.239/k/1, p. 58; A.34/1, p. 48
1824-1826 Clerk York Factory B.239/Kk/1, p. 92; A.34/1, p. 48
1826-1827 Clerk & sloop master York Factory York Factory & Churchill ~ B.239/k/1, p. 176; A.34/2, fo. 49d
1827-1828 Sloop master Fort Garry Red River B.239/k/1, p. 210; B.235/a/10-11
1828-1829 Clerk [appointed but did not reach there] Columbia B.239/k/1, p. 250
1829-1830 Clerk Oxford House Island Lake B.239/k/1, p. 268
1830-1832 Clerk York Factory York Factory B.239/k/1, p. 291, 315
1832-1834 Master Lake Winnipeg Vessels B.239/g/12-13
1834-1835 Clerk disposable Red River B.239/g/14
1835-1836 Clerk disposable B.239/g/15
1836-1837 Surveyor Fort Garry Red River B.239/k/2, p. 133
1837-1838 Clerk Red River B.239/g/17; D.4/23, fo. 162-162d
1838-1844 Surveyor Red River D.4/23, fo. 162-162d
1844, 15 Nov. died A.16/48, fo. 142; B.239/k/2, p. 180,

Maps: "Sketch of the Route Between York Factory and Red River Settlement...Fall 1827
"Plan of Red River Colony...1836, 7 & 8"
"Winter Road from Foxes River to Oxford Ho. 1833"

Wife: Jane Prince, a native of Albany, m. 11 January 1828

201, 223, 253, 275, 325
B.235/a/10

E.6/14; G.1/59

G.1/61

E.4/1, fo. 222

Children: Mary, b. 12 Oct. 1828 (B.235/a/11, fo. 64); Jane, George, bapt. 2 Aug. 1833; Victoria, bapt. 11 Dec. 1834;

Robert Alexander, bapt. 9 Mar. 1836; Sarah, bapt. 8 July 1838; Edward b. ca. 1840

Search file: "TAYLOR GEORGE"

Taylor, George Jr. (1798-1844) (f1.1819-1844) JHB/ek April 1988 reformatted 11/99 CAW
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Edward Taylor, (b. 1841)

Edward Prince Taylor was baptized on Feb. 1, 184t.aJohn’s, the son of George Taylor
Il and Jane Bruce or Prince and younger broth&dbert Taylor. He married Mary Sabiston on
June 23, 1862 at St. Andrew’s and later marrie@ls&tevens on June 15, 1871 at St. Andrew’s.
He had three children with Mary and 11 with Sarah.

Scouts Paylist, 1873:
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AN

Camp and Red River Carts west of Turtle Mountain

Boundary Commission’s Communications

In the early stages of organizing the survey oftitbendary, many communications were dis-
patched around the country. Rumours were plerdifiolut possible trouble from the Dakotas and
other tribes along the intending border areas.a Ietter written June of 1872, Cameron sug-
gested a group of armed men protect the North AraerBoundary Commission, “working par-
ties might be called upon to protect themselvesifimwless Indians”.

In a letter from Captain Cameron and Lt. Gov. Abethdl dated 24 Sept.1872, he suggests a
body of mounted half-breeds as a covering escdd corps of half-breed hunters accustomed to
the climate and familiar with Indian habits”.

Archibald's reply to Capt. Cameron was verypgupve, praising the ability of the Metis men.
“An escort of half-breeds accustomed to the lifehaf prairies and up to all the ruses of savage
warfare, would be better than the best soldiers.”

These quotes were in a letter dated Oct. 8 183m A.L. Russell to Capt. Ward;
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A French half-breed from Pembina named Jose Jejasharrived from Roseau Lake.
He is willing to guide out at $4.00 per Diem. Td¢wet had a load of 700 pounds. Mr.
Jerome reports Roseau Lake and Roseau River uhubighl owing to a heavy fall of

snow.”

In May of 1873, there are four letters thatevexchanged between Capt. Cameron and Wil-
liam Hallett. In the first one, Cameron is offeriH@gllett a position of authority.

Her Majesty's government having authorized me isera corps of the nations population
to whom shall be assigned the duty of guiding amarding Her Majesty's Boundary
Commission parties on their way westward from P&alo the Rocky Mountains, it
would afford me much satisfaction to be able torefo the government that you have
accepted the post of Commander of the corps.”

The second missive was from Hallett to Cameronggttieg the offer of Commander of the
corps.
“1am in receipt of your communication of todaysdeg me to take charge of a body of
mounted and armed men to guide and guard Her Madddundary Commission on
their way westward from Pembina to the Rocky Moun#taln reply | say that — | accept
the proposition which you make.”

Cameron was quick to reply, because on the sammbalaent of another reply to Hallett.

“ Upon your accepting the Command of the corpsamtertaking the responsibility of
raising it. | propose to give you a salary at thie rof four dollars a day under authoriza-
tion given to me by Her Majesty's government.”

Cameron quickly sent his last missive that daylimog the pay scale of men that were to make
up what would later be dubbed thetDlRangers.

With reference to my letter today and your replgegating the command of a corps of
guides and guards for the Boundary Commissionvé lta state that it is desired to have
a force of thirty armed and mounted men such as grmmise will enable you to select
for their service on the plains.

The rates of pay to be allowed are as follows :-
one deputy commander - $2.50 a day
three leaders - $2.00 a day
twenty-six rangers - $1.50 a day
In case of any of the party losing their horgglserwise than by neglect, will be made
good to the owner. Crew tents when necessary wififovided by the government.

The next letter is most interesting, as Camemm asks the Secretary of State in Ottawa to
apply for arms and ammunition to provide to the rakthe Boundary Commission. Spencer
carbines of time are the premier rifle on the @aifhey are a seven shot, leaver action, repeat-
ing rifle. A true state-of-the-art weapon in ita.
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Please apply for fifty Spencer carbines and eightisand rounds of ammunition to be
sent without delay on the same terms as last iS§ué&en application follows.

Later in Featherstone's requisition for suppliee requests 60 Spencer carbines and 7000
rounds of ammunition. This works out to about 1dénds per rifle. He increases the number of
rifles by 10 and reduces the ammunition by a 1000.

In late May 1873, Cameron sends a telegram fforh Dufferin to William Hallett, in care of
Dr. Schultz. “ Why you men not here — When willytegrive.” Its curious that Cameron would
send the telegram in care of Schultz.

Cameron is quick to respond to an enquiry comniog employment. He sends a telegram to
Stewart Mulvey in Winnipeg, being very brief. “Noone men required, our numbers full.” Note
that Stewart Mulvey, a member of the Orange Ordeérrequested employment for himself and
a number of men. Cameron was no doubt aware of &jtg\notoriety as a trouble-maker and the
antipathy between the Metis and Orangemen datiog ta1869-70 at Red River.

Captain Ward must have found humour when vgitms next letter to Cameron. This letter
dated 31 Oct. 1873.

Commander Hallett informs me today that three s;oGharles St Arnaud, Pierre St
Germain and Belanger had lost their horses. Thetsdold me they missed their horses

at the Souris Depot on thf'gast. Found their hacks the same day and seafohdaem

until the 18D last when they came across Sioux tracks with tluddstie horses. They
suppose they were taken towards Moose Mountain.n@Gamder Hallett wished to know
whether compensation would be allowed them andtlitovould referred to you for de-
cision.

Edwin Bourke, the son-in-law of William Hallattust have found this letter, dated 11 De-
cember 1873, a few days before Hallett's deafficdt to write. In his letter to Capt. Ward, he
outlines that Hallett is seriously ill and incapabd conduct business.

| write to you on behalf of my father-in-law, Mr. lilam Hallett who is now seriously ill
and entirely incapable of attention to any businkssegard to your kind enquiry as to

the post money, | have to say that | am out sayesd®®5 (having recovered a portion

from the men who had been overpaid.). May | askigdbere any possibility that relief
could be extended to him under the circumstances.

With the death of William Hallett on December 28,78, Cameron appointed Darcy East as
Commander of the scouts, with George Crompton assEsecond in command. Cameron must
have felt uneasy about this arrangement somehavaulse he wrote a very extensive memo re-
garding the duties and responsibilities of the $€&ammander. The memo was written 2 May
1874 and directed to the new Commander.

Memo for officer commanding the Scouts.

* It will be the duty of the two scouts attachedHe provision train — upon their main body
advancing with the depot party — to keep up a comme between the road making party
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and the provision team when circumstances rendedvisable that these should be
camped at different place.

» Should it become apparent after leaving Wood Embdthat the Traders road to Wood
Mountain in settlement is inferior to the routeldated by the expedition in 1873 for pas-
sage of heavy freight — information to this affed be sent back at least as far as Wood
End depot with such instructions as may ensuriaatis following the preferable route.

» Distance is not a point to be considered in degiduhich may be the preferable road —
water supply facility for wheel carriage and gragare chiefly to be considered.

* On arriving in the neighbourhood of Wood Mountéaue officer in charge of the scouts
will explore the country westward for a commissronte and the establishment of a de-
pot.

* In carrying out this duty he will use every endaavim mark out the line which offers the
least difficulty to freighted draught animals whaé&ording reasonable facility for com-
munication with the line along which the astronoamhiand surveying operations must
proceed.

-: In selecting a site for a depot he will keewiew the following points;

(a) The depot must be upon the main commission route.

(b) It should be as nearly 475 miles west from Red Ragepossible.

(c) The neighbourhood should afford a good water symiyndant grazing and timber both
for fuel and for the construction of stores.

(d) It should be within 6 miles of the boundary line.

(e) Its situation should be such that laden wagons pasg easily on to and away from the
camping ground.

() It should have at least 200 yards of clear groushd the outer-edge of the camp site and
present no facilities for the concealment of Indian others approaching it while being it-
self concealed.

(g) Care will be observed not leaving unmistakabledtio& at all forked trails and crossings.

(h) Such Indians and half-breeds are likely to provefulsas guides, interpreters and scouts
met with on the western plains and willing to ergatpould be hired by the officer com-
manding the scouts in the following proportionsiidgs & interpreters 10, scouts 20. As to
pay these men will be placed upon the same foatsnipose going out from Dufferin.

(i) The scouts will afford every practicable assistaicine depot party.

Addendum to Memo

« The Commander of the scouts will consider it hiscsl duty to maintain friendly rela-
tions with the Indians along the route to be fokolAby the Boundary Expedition.

* To collect information as to their numbers, disposiand movements.

* To give timely warning of their presence and begrin

» The efficient discharge of his office will neceas# the constant and achieve employment
of all the men at the Commanders disposal andthasefore desired that except under
unavoidable circumstances they may not be calles tip perform duties which interfere
with their work as scouts.
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» The commander will take every opportunity preserftadcollecting topographical in-
formation — recording in a journal the instructicansd employment of his men, the re-
ports they make and all incidents which may berohediate interest to the government.

* In communication with the Commissary — he will rizge the provisioning of his party
and the distribution of ammunition so that at afiés his men may be prepared for the
performance of duty either collectively or singly.

George M. Dawson: Excerpts from Diary and Noteboolkor 1874

June 25, 1874Got things packed up & after considerable delasirag from Commissariat carts
etc. also going south got off about 10 o'clock. €averth on so called South road from Woody
Mountain about 7 miles to a large wooded couléere/iemains of several shanties occupied
last winter. Halted for lunch. Capt. Anderson wlaallstayed behind to arrange various matters
here caught up. Thunder storm with heavy rain betw& & 3 o'clock. Off again & travelled till
late. The road kept disappearing on the hills &gyewch trouble. At length struck into a well
marked trail & reached the wooded creek. Campedhgasome in all about 201-2 miles. Say
deduct about I-2 for detours made. Told that allf Baeeds of this region now at "big camp”
which situated northward of Cypress Hills. Engagetiunting buffalo. They club together for
protection & as it were a tribe of themselves. Asngnas 100 to 200 families congregated there
now.

To the depot at the east branch of the Milk River

July 8, 1874.Heard that two old carts remained near the HadfeBirhouses, which they proba-
bly thought too poor to take on. Thought howevet tihhey may be better than nothing. Exam-
ined them & took the best. An old stager, mendedvitip poplar, the axle & much of the wheels
being of that wood. Also scientifically bound wishhaganappi in many places. Occupied some
time getting it put in a little better repair & anging other little matters. Left two boxes speci-
mens addressed to Dufferin, but if no chance ihdiraction offered, & depot moved west, must
not be abandoned but brought along with it.

Red River Country carts are little use in this mdrthe country to anybody but the Half-Breeds.
When broken there is no hard wood to repair therinofn the stony & rough character of the
"roads" breaks are necessarily frequent. The sagdté&lso rapidly wears away the axles unless
iron bushes are used & then a poplar axle has substituted at risk of breakdown any moment.
The extreme dryness of the air causes them to&gliick in all directions, especially the hubs,
& when this happens the spokes work loose & nothiiligsave the wheel. By keeping the wheel
always wet this may be avoided but water is scandigh the half-breeds time is no object &
cheapness is everything. They put on light loadsa&el in large trains so that if one cart breaks
down the load may be distributed & the fragmentsined for future repairs.

July 11, 1874.Campbell brought in a copy of Crompton's 2nd reeissance showing route to

next depot. Reports that he saw thousands of louffalays march W. of here. Also Indians. The
latter it appears are trying to head off the buffahich are moving Northwards, & drive them

down towards their hunting grounds on the Missoline Indians are Sioux. A large party of

them it seems came down on Ashe's party, who waigeal to give them flour, matches, &c. to

some considerable amount. They might have "gomigh’" them to a still greater extent but for
the timely appearance of Campbell's train.
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July 13, 1874.(500 miles from Dufferin and west of White Mud RivDepot) For 7 1/2 miles
from last nights camp the road passes over thdygantulating prairie, which however be-
comes more markedly undulating westward & then iteaes against the foot of an area of ele-
vated & coteau like country. The latter which exieras far as we have yet gone consists of
abruptly undulating hills often stony & with manmall slews & swamps now mostly dry. Great
numbers of buffalo recently killed strew the coynfrin some places still pollute the air. Half-
Breed & Indian camping places are also frequerggns Marked by circle of lodges. Bare places
& heaps of ashes where fires have been. Also hefap®ken bones reduced to about the size of
road metal which have been boiled to remove thddiapemmican making. Piles of buffalo
chips are also frequent. It is quite abundant & @sak good fire, especially with a little wood to
start it. We depend entirely on it our cooking lgemow nearly 100 miles West of wood.

July 14, 1874.Set out on buckboard to rejoin train now far ahesabon met Spence, one of
Capt. Featherstone's scouts with a cart coming fraok the East Fork Depot with supplies. He
said he had seen 3 Indians close at hand who haafter him but had not done him any harm.
Drove on & soon saw two horsemen at a distancec#&ching sight of us they set off at full
gallup in a direction to intercept us & soon becamecealed behind the hills. Thought it best to
put rifles in conspicuous place that they mightweenere armed. They came on the road just as
we caught sight of the train & turned out to be twitd looking Half-Breeds with rifles slung
over their backs. They asked about Valette (Owlett Woody Mt. Gave them all the informa-
tion | could.

About the 534 m. point came suddenly to the Westelge of the patch of coteau like country.
Saw the Three Buttes distinctly though must be tfil@s distant. Also the Little Rocky Mts.
subtending a large angle to S.W. They are abomi&s distant & look very ridgey & rough.

Met Grant, another of Capt. Featherstone's men ha@tbbeen to depot returning with two or

three things packed on his horses back. His carhfadroken down. Soon after saw an Indian
on horseback, he approached but with great cadtimnen not repulsed, followed us to camp.

Watched operation of camping with great interesty&d long enough to have something to eat
& then went away. His pony had a very sore bacle Hdian a very young fellow who said he

was a Dacotah [Sioux].

July 15, 1874 (reach the depot on east branch & River). Started at 6,30. Travelled West
over the same wide flat plain covered only withtaac& sage bush & a little dry grass. Road
hard as iron the ground being composed of bardyselag & fissured in all directions. The level
of the country rises somewhat on approaching thet\Werk but without improving in character.

The East Fork of the Milk River [now named Battlevd® to commemorate the Cypress Hills
Massacre] on which the Depot is situated flows wrakey with nearly precipitous banks but not
more than 50 feet below the plain.

July 18, 1874. Travelled 22 m. & then reached Galway’s camp m&armoderately large lakes,
around which splendid feed & the first really gdualy grass seen. The camp is on the Southern
lake. Found Ashe over on a visit, his camp beinguala mile distant on the Northern lake. Ar-
ranged to meet him in the morning when he startfovMilk R. Camped.

The "Big Camp" of Half-Breeds about a half a mien our camp & on the same lake. Visited it

in the evening. Must have been at least 200 tegpdanost of skin but some of canvas. A great

many carts. The carts arranged in a great cirobdosimg a place for the secure keeping of the

horses & into which they are all driven at nighteTcamps arranged around the outer edge of the
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circle. Each family with its own tent or group @nts. & camp fire. Being Sunday all in best
clothes & no work of any sort going on. They havprigst in the party who holds service on
Sunday & no doubt conducts all marriage ceremo&@ede also teaches the children to read &
write &c. & helps to settle any points in dispui®ld that part of the camp now separate & hunt-
ing on other grounds so that not as many as u3ba&.Half-Breeds say that they have about
2000 horses & ponies & it certainly appears notrmbpble.

They speak French [sic] & some of them Indian. Moxderstand a little English & all were anx-
ious to know about Red R. troubles &c.

They spend the summers hunting on the plains. Mgge@mmican during the summer & collect-
ing robes when they are prime in the autumn. Theynaostly well armed with repeating &
breach loading rifles. In the winter they resoriN¥oody Mt & such places where there is timber
& they have shanties built. Most of them wintertbe White Mud R. S. of Fort N.J. Turney &
consequently well into U.S. territory, & take goauls via the Missouri. They guard their camp
with great care having two or three lines of scauils The Indians naturally do not like the Half-
Breeds to come out hunting like a separate trio@)gh they do not object to trading. They have
just held a council & decided to go N. to the Cwsrélills, scouts having reported plenty buffalo
in that direction. They have not come from theshitiore than a week or two & were then en-
gaged in an Indian fight. They took sides with $ieux against the Blackfeet & drove the latter
of killing 8 or 9 of them.

It would appear however that the Sioux did the esargart of the fighting.

About 6m East of our camp we found the trail ofitloart train & were at a loss to account for
the fact that instead of following in our road & kiay a well beaten track for at least some of
the carts; they had made 10 or 12 parallel withim distance of a few hundred yards. Learnt
however that this a precaution against Indian &tt&o many hundred carts would offer but a
weak line, but travelling abreast if surprised thean draw up in a solid phalanx & put the
women & children in the centre in comparative saf€apt. A. wishing to get some interpreters
& men who knew the country let it be known in ttearp soon had some applicants but all very
independent & with the idea of high pay. Only onannthoroughly understood the Blackfoot
language & he was finally engaged at the exorbitarg of $5.00 a day others as guides at less
sums.

They value the commonest ponies at $40 to $60 & lureurs or buffalo runners all sorts of
fancy prices are asked up to $150 & $200.

The hills or rather mountains, called on the map Three Buttes are universally known to the
Half-Breeds even on the Missouri as the Sweet-dgtdlssor Montagnes de I'herbe Santé.

July 18, 1874.During this mornings march passed where the haéds had been running buf-
falo a few days before. The hillsides & valleysesin with carcasses. Those in best condition
had been completely stripped, while the poorer dlaedd bulls had had only the tit bits re-
moved.

The valley of the Milk R. is exceedingly curious@cturesque. The banks of the gorge are at
least 150 feet high where the line crosses & thelibttom between them about half a mile wide.
The banks are almost entirely bare of vegetationu& up by lateral coul6s & ravines down
which one may pass on horseback by following tHéabutracks.
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July 24, 1874.(Sweet Grass Hills) The Buttes appear very langepproach & have bold &
mountainous outlines.

A great relief after so much prairie country. Sagreat many buffalo today. The scouts & others
had a chase after some of them but without success.

Camped in a coulée where a beautiful spring ohfreater comes out & supplies a small stream,
which as usual in this country, soon loses itd8thter only travels here safely below the ground,
on appearing at the surface evaporation & absarpfiockly cause it to disappear. A picturesque
wall of stones caused a trap dyke crossing theydtbm which the softer rocks wear away &
leave it projecting.

The hills around dotted with buffalo. A small hex@me nearly down into the camp in search of
water, but swerved & retired to another coulée. Rauon a hill to try & get a shot but they were

too far away before we got there. Sat down & walctiee men creeping up around three bulls
which stood on a hillside about half a mile dist&@tiooting began & quite an exciting hunt took
place. One soon wounded & fell behind. Shots fiaéchim in rapid succession from various

guarters soon made him bleed at the mouth & nosie& trying to rush down a hill he stum-

bled & fell dead. The sportsmen then centered om fnom all quarters & before long steaks

were under preparation for supper. From the hilmdnch we sat could view the whole thing

through a glass as though at a play.

August 1, 1874 Sergt. Armstrong returned from Milk R. today & ogts that Campbell the U.S.
Commissioner had been met 3 days E of here bytg paioux numbering about 800 lodges.
He refused to give them anything & his escort baingll (15 men) the Indians quietly cut the
traces of his mules & took all the provisions tleeyld find, leaving him scarcely enough to get
into Camp on. The report may however be exaggerated

September 9, 1874Milk River. A very singular sight. Each family seed to keep pretty much
together on the road & there was often quite aarval between one party & the next. Men
mostly riding. Women & children driving country ¢tsr Mostly open, but some covered with
hoods. Often paterfamilias & some other old maseuiember of the family, then 5 or 6 Carts.
No. 1 driven by materfamilias. No. 2. By sons wibe,eldest daughter. The rest very generally
by children which frequently almost babies.

Lodge poles tied along side carts & projecting hdhiA cloud of skirmishers consisting of dogs
& loose ponies. The former not unfrequently haulirayailles& looking ludicrously helpless &
timorous when rushed out upon by a pack of dogs foar camp. Men mostly ugly, long haired
& rough looking, dressed in blue coats with brasgdms, or skin suits. Women hard looking &
soon wrinkled, wearing calico dresses of dark cdd@& with a turban of similar material wound
round the head.

September 16, 1874(The Sioux were) driven here by the Americans &e@arch of buffalo.
That they found themselves here without any povadebullets, & that they hoped that Col.
French would give them some ammunition, & alsdtkeliea & flour, & sugar.

Col. F. replies that The Great Mother the Queentiladk & white & red children & that She
loved them all alike. That She had heard that theé Bmericans were coming into her country &
ill treating the Indians & that She had sent tharhleere to drive the Whisky Traders away & to
take care of her red children &c. That they hadmath provisions to spare, not having yet met
with buffalo, but that he would give them some &ttde ammunition.
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White Cap answered that they were glad to heahall& that they would be friendly with the
English people always

The Indians wished to know from us about the |8, being explained to them, & the method
in which it was marked by piles of stones showrytappeared satisfied, & approached the main
object of the interview by saying that having talkeith the chief they expected a little flour, &
tea, & sugar. They got about half a bag of flousd@ne tea & sugar, & then all squatting in a
circle proceeded to fill the peace pipe, which dmef man had brought with him & pass it
round. The pipe was a very neat one, being ornadenith inlaid lead or solder & made of the
genuine "red pipestone” from Dakota.

The chimney at the top has a flap on each siddy ehwhich is supported by a pole & can be
slewed round to suit the wind & prevent back drauBkehind the camp a couple of poles set up
with wamtons? [Medicine Bundle?] very like rag @olA bundle of coloured rags & streamers,
an antelope skin &c tied up in a bunch & flutteringhe wind.

Boswell while out shooting found a couple of scatpsa small pole which had apparently been
lost in the bushes or hidden away there some tgoe a

Sept. 19, 1874Got a wampun necklace of dentalium shells fronmdian woman for four quar-
ter dollars.

Sept. 20, 1874Camps roused at about 4 AM. Teams taken down poD&hen tents struck &
the remaining goods there divided out & apportiof@dtransport amidst much bustle & some
confusion. A lot of Indians from the camp, prindlpasquaws hovering round & pick up what
they could. Much amusement caused by their eage®estruggles for leavings of sugar &c.
Three women had almost a fight over an empty sbgael. Some surplus remaining at the last,
made up of a barrel of flour, do of beans, someasdgtea; the chief was sent for & presently
arrived puffing & panting from haste, but with thest external appearance of dignity & repose
in his power, & arrived with his Red Stone pipevoesly mentioned. Capt A. spoke to him
through an interpreter. Saying that from our frigmg to the Indians & for a parting gift we left
them these things, enumerating them & pointing tloertn Between the words the assembled In-
dians uttered gutteral harylo$ satisfaction, & having shaken hands all roundeglied that we
had "great hearts", proceeded to a business liamgation of the spoils previous to their distri-
bution.

Encounters with Aboriginal People

Donald Cameron wanted to avoid problems with theddaand established at trading post
at Turtle Mountain to encourage better relationd #mnobtain intelligence as to their plans and
intentions with regard to the Boundary Commissi@rorge Arthur Hill was placed in charge of
this post.

The Mdewakantons and Wahpetons had lived in tlea aince 1862. Their leader was
H'damani (Walking Bull). On January 9, 1873 Hilpated to Captain Ward:

The Sioux here have a very friendly feeling for Bréish and speak well of the Ameri-
can parties who used them very well. They say tbhaxSfurther west (Tetons) will not in-
terfere with the English if they can distinguistert from the Americans, but they hate the
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latter. They say that if the line does not cross Missouri the parties will probably see no
Indians at all.

Some more Sioux will be here in March from Portage Beaver Creek (Fort Ellice)
and we will have a lot of fur in the spring andui&g more goods than anticipated. There are
only ten men here now but they are all good hunters

-

Dakota Chief H'damani of the Ma{cha Low Band’,fﬁbm right and Bogaga with pipe.

In the fall of 1873, just west of the Wood End defie Boundary Commission encountered a
group of Metis traders on the plains. Samuel Anglergported:

Strange to say, we met a Native trader on his wam fthe Rocky Mountains to Fort
Garry. He had a caravan of carts loaded with dmegt for sale at Fort Garry, and in
front of the caravans in a spring wagon were hie and family, all of a very dusky hue.
There was a young Englishman with the party, whibIhaed for 9 years with these peo-
ple, and was just like an Indian.
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A WESTERN XORTH DAROTA SCENE IN 1883

Metis family described by Anderson, photo from 8tdtstorical Society of North Dakota
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Nakota Camp, July 11, 1873
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~ Nakota Cmp second view.
Metis hunters from the “Big Camp” July 18, 1874
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George Dawson gives an extensive description oii&s camp shown above:

They live under no law or restraint other than ihgbosed by necessity and by the gen-
eral consent, or by the priest who accompanies tl&panding the summer at large, in
the neighbourhood of any district which happend®dowell stocked with buffalo, they
fall back eastward for winter quarters. A few aditih going to Wood Mountain, but most
to the White Mud river, south of the line, near theding post known as Fort N.J. Tur-
ney. A comparatively small portion of the robesanted by these people find their way
to Winnipeg; most of the trade being carried onaahthe Missouri. The summer hunt is
chiefly to obtain pemmicarmmeat, the skins of the buffalo being frequentlysted. In the
autumn and early winter, when the skins are priolges are the chief object.

The ‘Big Camp’ consisted of over two hundred tepemast of them dressed skin, like

those of the Indians, but some of canvas. Everylyaswns carts, at least equal in num-

ber to that of its members; and when the camp demtnese are arranged in a circle, to
form a ‘corral’ for the horses; the tents beingpéd round the whole. The total number
of horses was stated to be about 2,000, valuedmt $20 to $100, according to their ap-
titude in buffalo running... The camp is assiduougharded, to prevent surprise or horse
stealing.

A few weeks before our arrival, the Half Breeds baén in the Cypress Hills, and had
there assisted, or countenanced, the Sioux inha Wgh the Blackfeet, in which eight of
the later tribe were killetf

Commissioner Featherstonehaugh was also strudikebsize of the camp and its organization “a
sort of military discipline founded on mutual conse.where outlying videttes are regularly
maintained at some miles from the camp, so asvi® garly notice of the approach of any party
sufficiently numerous to be formidabl&®”

On June 11, 1874, before the Commission reacheddVod, just west of Short Creek, Valen-
tine Francis Rowe, a thirty-two-year-old British y&b Engineer had a serious accident when his
horse stumbled and threw him causing a skull fractble was left behind to recover and was
visited by a number of Indians. First, the Elk dmsl family visited, and then departed when a
large band of Yanktonias approached. This groupb#tnds of Struck by the Ree and Two Dogs,
had just left Cypress Hills where they had joindgthwhe Metis to fight off Blackfoot who had
been stealing Metis horses. The surveyors workimignér west where the Milk River crosses the
boundary had met the Metis going south from thitldyanoted in the pictures and descriptions
above. The Sioux camped near Rowe and he got te kinem quite well and he painted their
pictures as well as that of White Cap, later int8eyper of 1874. Commissioner Cameron was
quite pleased with the relationship that had bestablished and gave Two Dogs a paper noting
that he was the “Executive Chief of the lhuktawaoftvhich Padinapap (Pananiapapi, or Struck
by the Ree) is head,” and commended their friemdllgaviour and good conduct. This was a
passport to cross British lines that Two Dogs earfor years to come.

2 George Dawson , 1875, pp.295-296.
3 |n Samuel Anderson, 1876, p.43.
1 David McCrady, 2006: 57-58.
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Lleutenant Valentine Rowe’s painting of Chief Wh@ap at Wood Mountain, September 16 1874.

40



Roche Percée

Mounted Metis Scout
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Metis trader McPherson’s house at North West Angle
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Trader McPherson and his family at their North WAasgle Trading Post
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Cutting the survey line across Turtle Mountain
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Métis and ites at Fort Dufferi
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Chippewa at Fort Dufferin '
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Metis Red River Cart
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Wagon train in the Souris Valley.
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Author Larry Haag driving a Red River Cart at “BaokBatoche” 2005.

Larry is a descendant of the BertheleliteSavoyard and Failldit Foy families ....both families arrived in
the Red River in about the late 1700's. Larry meanber of the Red River Metis Heritage Group and a
past chair of the board of the Metis Resource @&antkVinnipeg.
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